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STUDY 2: ROUTE CONDITIONS &  ASSESSMENTS  
 

óQUALITY OVER QUANTITYô 

 
 
A. STUDY GOAL  

Provide quality  data to make and support route designations  

While the travel route locations are important, equally important is the information about 

those linear features.  While GPS-capturing route locations, the team also collected 

information such as condition, surface, width etc.  These are vital attributes that imagery is 

incapable of providing. 

 

The majority of the routes in the current transportation geodatabase come from the 1:100k 

roads layer.  This GIS data originated from the USGS water engineer's office in Carson City, 

Nevada.  Roads were extracted from a digital orthophoto quadrangle quarter (DOQQ), an 

aerial photograph that is processed to reconcile the round earth with flat imagery, maps and 

computer screens.  Large areas can be covered in a relatively small amount of time.   

However, the trade off for this quantity  of data is the quality  of the data. [Ref 14]      
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B. METHODS  

BLMôs Comprehensive Travel & Transportation Management (CTTM) Program addresses   

modes of travel  as follows:    

 

óAlthough historically focused on motor vehicle use, CTTM encompasses all forms of 

transportation, including travel by foot, horseback and other livestock; travel by 

mechanized vehicles, such as bicycles; travel by motorized vehicles, such as two -

wheeled ( motorcycles) and four -wheeled (all -terrain vehicles, cars, and trucks) 

vehicles; and travel by motorized and non-motorized boats.ô 

 

Project data was collected in accordance with BLM state and federal standards.  Collected 

attributes are defined and discussed in both text and photos in the following pages.  For 

further details, consult CTTM materials [Ref 1]. 

 

ROUTE ASSESSMENTS 
Suitability  
"NOTE: Highest vehicle that can travel routeò 
      "Equestrian"ï None in this project 
      "Pedestrian" 
      "Mtn. Bike" 
      "Motorcycle" 
      "ATV" 
      "4WD/High Clearance" 
      "4WD" 
      "High Clearance" 
      "2WD/High Clearance" 
      "All Vehicles" 
 
 

Overall Condition  
      "Good" 
      "Fair" 
      "Poor" 
      "Impassable" 
      "Does not apply" 
 
 
NOTE: Grayed values were not encountered in this project. 
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Miles

NTG N WLk TOU SAH S WLk TOTAL %

ATV 10.0 17.1 40.2 43.8 45.2 156.2 33

Motorcycle 24.7 8.6 14.5 54.3 40.9 143.0 30

4WD/High Clearance 2.2 17.1 34.2 18.5 22.9 94.8 20

4WD 13.3 27.3 4.0 5.5 18.2 68.2 14

All Vehicles 10.4 6.6 17.0 4

2WD/High Clearance 0.5 0.5 0

TOTAL 60.5 70.0 93.3 122.0 133.8 479.7

C. DATA AND RESULTS 

 

i. Suitability  

62 % of the rou tes are suited to Motorcycle or  ATV with the remainder as noted below. 

This is not surprising given that most routes were primitive roads and the focus on 

motorcycle-accessible routes  

 

Miles detailed by route suitability and project area - 

 
 

ii. Overall Condition  

86 % of the routes are in GOOD overall condition.  

Studies 3 and 4 fully address route conditions. 
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Gaps in routes are areas lacking GPS satellite and/or team coverage 
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