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STUDY 4:  

ROUTE USE  EXAMPLES  OF EXCELLEN CE &  GOOD  
 

óTHE FEDERAL LAND POLICY AND MANAGEMENT ACT OF 1976 (FLPMA) 

PROVIDES THE TOOLS THE BLM NEEDS TO COOPERATIVELY AND CREATIVELY 

MANAGE THE PUBLIC LANDS, AND IN THE PROCESS, DISPELS THE NOTION 

THAT A VARIETY OF USES AND RESOURCES CANNOT CO -EXIST.ô  

 
 from http:// www.blm.gov / flpma/ 

 

A. STUDY GOAL  

Demonstrate use of public lands with minimal impact to the resources  

The team also noted travel routes and race courses that despite recent use showed little 

evidence of such.  The nature of these areas was studied to determine the mechanisms that 

kept these areas healthy.  By applying these lessons to travel management planning, this 

report can aid the BLM in making route desi gnations.   This can also be used by 

recreation planners and race organizers to optimize route selections  for future races 

permits and travel by all users.  These observations demonstrate the sustainable use of 

the public lands  as dictated by FPLMA. 
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Miles

NTG N WLk SAH S WLk TOU TOTAL %

None of the Above 43.82 70.05 76.97 124.09 92.80 407.72 85.0%

Good Example 5.38 25.18 9.70 0.52 40.78 0.09
Recommend Rehab 2.78 15.14 17.92 3.7%

Excellent Example 8.55 4.73 13.28 0.03
TOTAL 60.53 70.05 122.02 133.79 93.32 479.71

B. METHODS 

As detailed in Study 3. 

 

C. DATA AND RESULTS 

2.7 % of the collected routes were EXCELLENT, and  

8.5 % of the collected routes were GOOD EXAMPLES  

 

Miles detailed by route condition and project area - 

 

Team observations and recommendations were made from the professional expertise  and 

cumulative experience  of the team in storm water management and surface erosion, 

motorcycle course design and riding, land management and GIS.    

 

 

They are discussed by route type: single tracks, two-tracks, drivable washes, and bladed 

roads.  Heavily used areas are also discussed.  These include such as staging areas used 

for participant check-in, race logistics, and camping and routes adjacent to race starts. 
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Gaps in routes are areas lacking GPS satellite and/or team coverage 
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Point label displays the last 4 digits of photos displayed in this study.  Other photo 
locations marked by black dots can be viewed electronically in the project dataset.  
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i. Single trac k  

This section shows  EXCELLENT   examples of travel routes with known high levels of use 

but little evidence to suggest disturbance outside of the route.   

 

This route was part of a former race course.  The soil is mostly decomposed rock  which is  

resists erosion and dust.  It holds up to a high level of use.   This is desirable as racers can 

cover the ground quickly and safely and will be unlikely to stray from the established track. 
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Although this single track is sandy,  the sand is not very deep.  There are not and whoops or 

traces of erosion.   Routes at higher elevations  are more resistant to impact since the soil 

particles tend to be larger and more stable than those at the valley floor which are 

composed of fines and silts deposited there by water flow.   Like the previous photographs, it 

is difficult  to see this track from 10 feet on either side  despite use by hundreds of 

motorcycles during the race and pleasure riders outside of permitted events. 
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ii. Two - track  

These photos depict two-tracks that were in good condition despite regular travel by a 

variety of users and vehicles.  Sufficient drainage has prevented the erosion  of topsoil or 

the development of gulleys. The vegetation looks healthy in the middle and along the sides 

of the route. 
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There is no evidence of a race course in this set of photos. The area is thriving as 

evidenced by vegetation and horse tracks in the two-track itself.  
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iii. Drivable wash  

With proper slope and drainage, washes will self -repair  as shown here. 

 

 

There is no 

erosion and the 

vegetation is 

flourishing.  This 

is an 

EXCELLENT 

example of a self-

repaired wash. 

  


